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Unit ICT for Health, DG Information Society and Media, European CommissionSCOPEThe purpose of the consultation
workshop is to define possible research topics for Personal Health Systems (PHS) within the scope of the ICT theme of
the Commission's 7th Framework Programme for Research (FP7). ABOUT WORKSHOPInformation and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) are making health services throughout Europe better and more efficient. eHealth helps
professionals and their patients alike, thus enabling individuals throughout society to improve their standards of
health.Health service providers (such as public authorities and hospitals), the professionals who deliver healthcare, and
their patients all benefit by the widespread introduction of eHealth services. Doctors can access patients’ medical records
more easily, get immediate access to test results in the laboratory, and deliver prescriptions directly to pharmacists.
Patients with heart problems can carry monitors which alert their doctor if their condition changes, yet allow them to
continue with their daily business. At EU level, the introduction of eHealth services is facilitating access to healthcare,
whatever the geographical location, thanks to innovative telemedicine and Personal Health Systems. Moreover, eHealth
is breaking down barriers, enabling health service providers by different Member States to work more closely together. If
a particular treatment can be provided to a patient more effectively in another country, eHealth systems make it simpler
to organise and carry out treatment abroad. Suppliers of eHealth tools – such as databases for patient records, mobile
monitors which transmit data automatically, or handling systems for patient call centres – also benefit by the development
of a European market in the sector, which has enabled them to build a strong base which they can tackle the global
market.Europe is facing the challenge of delivering quality healthcare to all its citizens, at affordable cost. The increasing
demand by citizens for best quality healthcare, the costs of managing chronic diseases, and the need for prolonged
medical care for the ageing society are major factors behind this challenge. Personal Health Systems can create
opportunities for everybody, including the elderly population, to receive the best available healthcare. This conference
focuses on the state-of-the-art in Personal Health Systems, such as wearable and portable health monitoring systems,
and ICT-supported personalised services for extended healthcare, including home care. The conference, organised by
the European Commission, involves cooperation of several Directorates General. Sessions hold over two days and
feature experts with a diverse background. Invited speakers belong to research organisations, medical device industry,
healthcare organisations, user groups, Member State public administrations, policy makers, procurers and insurers.
 PROGRAMWednesday 30 January 13:00 to 15:00 hrs:  Plenary session of presentations   15:30 to 18:00 hrs:  Parallel
sessions of brainstorm discussions Thursday 31 January13:00 to 15:00 hrs:  Plenary session presenting the results of the
parallel brainstorm discussions of the previous day  15:30 to 17:00 hrs:  General discussion and
conclusions REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION 

If interested in participating and for any information, please enter the link
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=3857 

Contact: Loukianos Gatzoulis by Monday 28 January 2008; E-mail: loukianos.gatzoulis@ec.europa.eu 
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